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Deer Flat Land Acquisition

Acquisition of this property will help meet the following goals and objectives 
identified in the 2015 Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge) 
Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) (USFWS 2015).

 1.10.1 Wildlife and Habitat Goals 

o Goal 4: Protect, maintain, and enhance shrub-steppe habitats 
characteristic of the historical Columbia Basin.

o Goal 6: Gather sufficient scientific information to guide 
responsible adaptive management decisions for the Refuge’s trust 
resources.

 1.10.2 Public Use and Cultural Resources Goals

o Goal 1: Visitors of all ages will enjoy native wildlife and increase 
their understanding and appreciation of the importance of the 
Refuge as wildlife habitat.

o Goal 2: Hunters of all ages and abilities will enjoy a family-
friendly, safe, quality hunt that minimally impacts Refuge habitats 
and wildlife and increases their understanding and appreciation of 
the importance of Deer Flat NWR as wildlife habitat.

The 15.65-acre property is currently used for agriculture purposes. The land is 
prime for immediate restoration into upland shrub-steppe habitat due to the 
lack of invasive and noxious weeds. The property is directly adjacent to the 
Leavitt Tract (80 acres) portion of the Refuge and will extend the boundary to 
the road, preventing adjacent residential/commercial buildings. In addition to 
the supplementary habitat, it will also present the opportunity to add Refuge 
hunting access. 



Deer Flat Land Acquisition

Acquisition of this property will help meet the following goals and 
objectives identified in the 2015 Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge 
(Refuge) Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) (USFWS 2015).

 1.10.1 Wildlife and Habitat Goals 

o Goal 4: Protect, maintain, and enhance shrub-steppe habitats 
characteristic of the historical Columbia Basin.

o Goal 6: Gather sufficient scientific information to guide 
responsible adaptive management decisions for the Refuge’s 
trust resources.

 1.10.2 Public Use and Cultural Resources Goals

o Goal 1: Visitors of all ages will enjoy native wildlife and 
increase their understanding and appreciation of the importance 
of the Refuge as wildlife habitat.

o Goal 2: Hunters of all ages and abilities will enjoy a family-
friendly, safe, quality hunt that minimally impacts Refuge 
habitats and wildlife and increases their understanding and 
appreciation of the importance of Deer Flat NWR as wildlife 
habitat.

The 34.71-acre property is currently used for agriculture purposes. The land 
is prime for immediate restoration into upland shrub-steppe habitat due to 
the lack of invasive and noxious weeds. The property is directly adjacent to 
the Leavitt Tract (80 acres) portion of the Refuge and will extend the 
boundary to the road, preventing adjacent residential/commercial buildings. 
In addition to the supplementary habitat, it will also present the opportunity 
to add Refuge hunting access. 



Additional property added last year BMK Tract



Total of ~ 160 acres of refuge open to recreational 
opportunities 



Questions?

edward_owens@fws.gov
208-467-9278


